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Effect of Alternative Food on Predator Thrips Scolothrips takahashii
(OPham Nguyen Anh Duy, Takatoshi Ueno

Scolothrips takahashii (Priesner) is an indigenous thrips in Japan that predates many spider mite species and can provide
effective protection against Tetranychus urticae on strawberry plug plants. We examined some alternative foods to feed S.
takahashii females to improve control efficiency. Our experiments confirmed that sugar foods increased female’s longevity
but pollens did not have any positive influence. The behavioral observations also confirmed that the thrips positively
responded to sugar food while they did not so to pollens. These results suggest that the provision of sugar food may be
effective to enhance the efficacy of S. takahashii in the greenhouse conditions.
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