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Relationships among the incidence of bacterial blossom blight of kiwifruit, the
amount of precipitation and the occurrence of deformed dormant buds.
Akira MORITA {Nagasaki Fruit-Tree Experiment Station, Omura, Nagasaki 856)

Relationships among the incidence of bacterial blossom blight of kiwifruit, the amount of
precipitation and the removal of deformed dormant buds were investigated. The amounts of
precipitation during the leaf abscisson period and from sprout to bud period closely corre-
lated with the incidence of disease. In addition, the precipitation during leaf abscisson
period enhanced the infection of the pathogenic bacteria to dormant buds. The isolation
frequency of the pathgenic bacterium (Pseudomonas syringae) from deformed dormant buds was
higher than from normal dormant buds. The bacterial bloosom blight in full-blossom stage
occurred severely in kiwifruit orchards where many deformed dormant buds were found dur-
ing the abscisson period. The incidence of disease decreased with the removal of deformed
dormant buds from fruit bearing shoot. It was suggested from these results that deformed

dormant bud was one of the overwintering sources of the pathogen.

Key words: kiwifruit, bacterial blossom blight, precipitation, dormant bud
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