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Distribution of Frankliniella occidentalis (PERGANDE) [Thysanoptera: Thripidae]
in Fukuoka Prefecture and its seasonal abundance on major crops and their sur.
rounding vegetation. Hiroyuki TAKEMOTO", Kazuro OHNOY, Tetsuya IKEDA? and
Keiko HavasH®* (" Fukuoka Agricultural Research Center, Chikushino, Fukuoka 818.
?Fukuoka Plant Protection Office, Chikugo Branch, Chikugo, Fukuoka 833)

The western flower thrips (WFT), Frankliniella occidentalis, was first discovered
in a southern area of Fukuoka Prefecture in April, 1994. Our census surveys revealed
that the distribution of WFT has been limited to the southern part and a few restricted
areas in Fukuoka Prefecture even one and a half years after its’ initial discovery. In
strawberry greenhouses, the number of WFT adults captured on blue sticky traps re-
mained low during winter. However, the number increased rapidly in late March and
early April. In a rose greenhouse, a similar tendency in the number of WFT was
observed. Judging from the abundance pattern in greenhouses and the low temperature
conditions outside the greenhouses, the WFT populations overwintering in greenhouses
From the control perspective,
applications of insecticides immediately after planting and in early spring were thought

appeared to be a major source of the spring populations.
to be crucial. The number of WF'T adults captured in traps placed around a strawber-
ry greenhouse and its surrounding vegetation showed that WFT adults dispersed from
the greenhouse during late April and early May, and then colonized the surrounding
vegetation. Thus, WFT appeared to utilize greenhouse crops and their surrounding

vegetation successively as temporal habitats.

Key words: Frankliniella occidentalis, distribution, seasonal abundance, greenhouse

crops
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